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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

According to Article VII, Section 1, the Annual Meeting of the Lincoln 
County Rural Water System, Inc., will be held at 7:00PM Tuesday, 
March 21, 2017 at the American Legion Hall in Harrisburg SD.  Registra-

tion will begin at 6:30PM. 

This newsletter accouncement will serve as the offical notice to all 

members.  

The Annual Meeting is held so members can elect directors, review the 
financial status of the Corporation, vote on proposed amendments of 
the By-Laws or the Articles of Incorporation, and vote on proposed res-

olutions. 

As outlined in Article V of the By-Laws of Lincoln County Rural Water 
System, Inc., three petitions were successfully submit-
ted.  Incumbent Merlyn Smeenk for District 2.  In-
cumbent Mike Perkinson for District 1.  Barry Lank-
horst for At Large District.  No nominations will be 
received from the floor at the Annual Meeting of the 

members. 

All members are urged to attend the annual meeting.  

Otto Hagedorn 

Secretary 

 $5.00 WATER 

CREDIT  

FOR  

ATTENDING 

ANNUAL MEETING OFFICIAL 

NOTICE 



Years go by very fast and much faster the older you get.  We are moving along with the year 2017 and are looking forward 
to another successful year.  The Board and Staff of Lincoln County Rural Water greet you and wish for our members a 
healthy and prosperous year ahead.  Our Annual Meeting is coming soon, March 21, 2017, and it is our hope that you will be 

able to attend. 

 
Your system continues to grow with an additional 30 plus new hook-ups again this year.  We have also increased our num-
bers by over 20 new members by acquiring the line east of Harrisburg.  These new numbers keep us ahead of any losses of 
members in the Sioux Falls, Tea and Harrisburg service areas.  We continue to offer a great rural water system to any peo-

ple that may be looking for a rural area in which to move or build. 

 
Efficiency within the operation of your system is of the utmost importance to the Board and Staff.  Water loss is something 
that we work to lessen each year.  The continued effort to keep our system tight is always on our minds.  Monitoring any 

pipeline weak spots, valve operations and pressures help to keep the system in an efficient mode. 

 
The system’s office continues to look for ways to better our operation.  The system’s computers have received further up-
dates again this year.  With further ease of gathering information and developing more thorough spreadsheets, it has been an 

asset to the Board and Management.  Our thanks to the willingness of the office staff to dig into this continued effort. 

 
The Lewis & Clark Regional Water System continues to be the sole supplier of water to your system.  This supplier has 
been very dependable and has had no shut downs to LCRW.  The Lewis & Clark System and plant has been running 24/7 
since mid 2016 and seems to be going smoothly.  Water sales from 2015 have increased 16% in 2016 with an average of 14.6 
MGD delivered.  Luverne, Minnesota came on as the 13th connected member in 2016.  Considerable work is being done in 
Minnesota to extend pipelines and add pumping stations and reservoirs to near the Adrian area.  Minnesota Legislature has 
put forth 41 million in federal funding advances to assist with this construction.  Worthington is the next goal to get hooked 
up.  South Dakota has approved 8.7 million federal funding advance and has given approval to use previous advance funds for 

the Madison, South Dakota service line.  The remainder of the Madison line is on the future radar to complete. 

 
Thanks to the federal funding and to the States of Minnesota and South Dakota for federal funding advances to help move 
Lewis & Clark  forward.  The State of Iowa is working on funding in this year’s legislature for FY18.  We hope this comes to 

fruition for the Iowa members.  We look forward to a long relationship with Lewis & Clark Regional Water. 

 
On a personal note, this is my final report for Lincoln County Rural Water.  After 30 years as a board member of which 28 
years as President, I have decided to retire.  Many changes have taken place over those years.  Member base has increased 
considerably.  There has been ups and downs throughout the 30 years, but throughout it all, I have enjoyed the ride.  No 
specific reason for retirement except that it is time.  My hope for LCRW Board and Staff is for continued success for the 
future.  The members have been great and my wish for you is for continued support for your system.  Thank you for 30 

years of Rural Water Greatness. 

 
Please come and join us at your Annual Meeting on March 21, 2017.  Information relative to your system will be expressed.  

Lunch and conversation will complete the evening out.  We will see you then. 

 

Roger Lamp 

President 
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SPRING ISSUE 

Happy New Year 2017: 

 
In 2016 the Dakota Access Pipeline was constructed through South Dakota. The oil pipeline project went through our area with no incidents 
related to the water lines. There were a couple places that they bored a little closer than we would have wanted but they did not hit any 

Lincoln County Rural Water lines.  

 
Aaron and Dan have continued to work at locating LCRWS mainlines and service line valves then recording the location with GPS equip-

ment. As time and weather permit they will continue working at this project.  

 
We had a situation this winter when a customer’s water service line broke and the water service valve (curb-stop riser) could not be located. 
The sign was missing and the top of the riser was below the ground about 4 inches. Because of the frost in the ground we were unable to dig 
by hand and were forced to wait for the contractor to expose the riser with his back hoe. Had the water been going into the homeowner’s 
basement there would have been quite a bit of damage to personal property before the water could have been shut off. This is one reason 
we put signs up next to the curb-stop risers and the riser tops at or above ground level. Please leave the signs where the water system puts 

them as these curb-stop valves are also for your protection in case of an emergency. 

 
The SDDOT is continuing with plans to widen and regrade SD 115 from 85th St. to 273rd in 2018. We are working with DOT to finalize our 
agreements with them so that our water lines can be relocated during this project.  We have a little over 3 miles of pipe affected by this pro-
ject of which 89% are presently in private easements. Since we are in private easements approximately 89% of the relocation costs will be at 
the expense of the State, leaving 11% for the water system to pay. The estimated total cost to relocate the water lines for LCRWS is more 

than $1.3 million. We are doing what we can to reduce any relocation costs that will be the responsibility of Lincoln County Rural Water. 

 
The City of Tea has planned grading and utility improvements on 271st St. along the north side of Tea. This project will impact LCRWS as we 
will need to abandon a 2 ½ “ water main along the north side of 271st for the length of the project. We will make modifications to the re-
maining existing water mains to compensate for the loss of that water line. This project is planned to start spring of 2017 and completed in 
November of 17. There will be periods of water supply interruptions in the surrounding area while modifications are made to our water 

lines.   

 
Another project in the not so distant future is the overpass and possible interchange at I-29 and 85th St. We will be installing a larger diame-
ter water line through that intersection to improve water supply to the west side of our water system. Our understanding is that this DOT 
project is planned for the year 2020. Sioux Falls is also planning improvements on 85th street from 470th Ave. east to Louise Ave. during the 

same time period.  

 
As many of you know in 2007 Lincoln County Rural Water was in a legal battle with the cities of Sioux Falls and Tea over service territory 
and water delivery. This lawsuit was mediated to a signed agreement in October of 2008. The City of Harrisburg also joined in the mediation 
and a party to the signed agreement for water delivery and future service territories. I will not get into any specifics of the agreement in this 

article except to point out a few items. 

 
I have a map identified as Exhibit A in my office that illustrates the future service territories of the cities of Harrisburg, Sioux Falls, Tea as well 
as Lincoln County Rural Water System. As the cities grow into their respective growth area and have the ability to serve water they have the 
right to take over the customers LCRWS presently serves. Sioux Falls and Tea have exercised that on numerous occasions over the past 

serveral years. 

 
With the completion of the SD 115 (Minnesota Ave.) project the City of Harrisburg will have the ability to serve water to some areas along 
Minnesota Ave from Hwy 106 south to 273rd St. After the SD DOT’s grading project is complete along Minnesota Ave, the City of Harris-
burg and Lincoln County Rural Water will be working on a plan to make the transition for these affected members to the city as smooth as 

possible. Notices will be sent out by our office later this year or early next year giving more details to our members. 
The City of Harrisburg has been serving customers east of town that are in the Lincoln County Rural Water service territory as illustrated 
on Exhibit A. Using the 2008 agreement and a new agreement signed in May 2016 LCRWS acquired 
about 4 miles of water line and 25 new members from the City of Harrisburg. The water line and the 

members it serves are along 273rd St. starting at Sycamore Ave. going east past Lake Alvin.  

 
I know this letter is long but we have much information to share. I welcome all of you to attend the 

annual meeting that will be held on March 21st  at 7:00 PM. 

 

Thank you, 

Robin L Dykstra, Manager          

FROM YOUR MANAGER 
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LCRW VOTED BEST TASTING WATER IN SD 

Dr. Robert and Linda Christensen: 

Lincoln County Rural Water has many people to thank for the success 
of your water system. The original group that worked together driving 
around signing up neighbors and friends. These people wanted better 
water for their home or farm. The truth is I could name a few of the 
many important people who made this water system what it is today. 
Today I want to tell you a little about Doctor Robert Christensen and 
his wife Linda. They have been what we call true friends of Lincoln 
County Rural Water. Doc claims he was the first person to receive rural 
water when the system started pumping water in 1972. Doc and Linda 
lived at 69th and Cliff Ave. and logistically they were the first place the 
water passed as it went into the distribution system. That claim may be 

undeniable. 

Doc has never served on the board of directors of LCRWS but has had 
a strong positive influence with the success of this system. As a friend of 
this system he has given easements to LCRWS and sold land to us for 

the development of additional future water sources.     

The Lincoln County Rural Water System recently received special recognition from South Dakota Association of Rural Water 
Systems (SDARWS) at the organization’s 2017 Annual Technical Conference in Pierre. The water system was awarded with 
the Best Tasting Drinking Water award. 

 

A panel of judges selected Lincoln County’s water sample as the best tasting out of 17 water samples submitted by rural 
and municipal water systems throughout South Dakota. Each sample was judged on clarity, bouquet and taste. Lincoln 
County will go on to represent South Dakota in the Great American Water Taste Test at the National Rural Water Rally held 
in Washington, DC, on February 8th, 2017. 

 

Lincoln County Rural Water is managed by Robin Dykstra, and serves rural water 
consumers in portions of Lincoln County and Minnehaha County. 

 

The 2017 South Dakota Rural Water Annual Technical Conference hosted over 
450 individuals and provided water and wastewater educational presentations 
for board members, managers, and water operations specialists from throughout 
South Dakota. 

 

Photo Cutline:  Lincoln County Rural Water System was voted as having the best 
tasting water in South Dakota. Roger Lamp, President of the Lincoln County Rural 
Water System receives his award from Ron Gillen, President of the South Dakota 
Association of Rural Water Systems. 



 

LEAKING TOILETS 

AUTOMATIC PAYMENTS & GOING GREEN 

SPRING ISSUE 
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In an average residence, 22 gallons of water are lost to leakage each day and the most com-
mon culprits are leaking toilets and dripping faucets.  This daily leakage volume is about equal 
to the amount of drinking water a family of 3 needs for two full weeks.  It is not uncommon to 
find toilets leaking much more water than the average 22 gallons.  Silent toilet leaks can ac-
count for up to 300 gallons a day of lost water without anybody noticing the leakage.  This 
size of leak costs over $500 dollars a year and should be repaired immediately.  A dye tablet 
or 10 drops of food coloring can be used to check a toilet for leaks.  Place the tablet or food 
coloring into the toilet tank.  If color appears in the bowl after waiting 10 minutes, replace the 
flapper. 

ACH payments are also available with a signed authorization 
form.  Payments are processed on or about the 8th of the 
month.  Automatic debit/credit card payments are available with 
a signed authorization form and are charged on or about the 
first of the month.  Call the office at 767-2966 or go to our web-
site www.lincolncoruralwater.com to obtain an authorization 
form or use the one provided in this newsletter.. 

We can now e-mail your statement 
to you.  E-mail us @ 
office@lincolncoruralwater.com  if 
you would like to “go green”.  E-mail 
is required for better accuracy. 

MEMBERSHIP TRANSFERS 

When a property is sold, the membership does not automatically roll-over 
to the new owner.  The membership transfer fee is $500 with $200 re-
fundable when you sell.  If you purchased your membership between 
1/1/71 and 1/1/78 your refund will be $150. 

If you are selling the property yourself, please make sure the buyers are 
aware of this.  Notify your realtors if they are handling the sale. 

If you discontinue a membership and no longer pay minimums, the rein-
statement fee will be $1500 which includes a fee for system improve-
ment/system upgrades, a $200.00 deposit and a set cost of an 18” diame-
ter meter pit including installation. 



Page 6 

 

 

 

South Dakota Association of Rural Water Systems 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Lamp named Friend of Rural Water 

 

Madison, SD – The South Dakota Association of Rural Water Systems (SDARWS) recently awarded Roger Lamp 
the “Friend of Rural Water” Award at their Annual Technical Conference in Pierre on January 12, 2017. This dis-
tinguished honor is awarded to agencies, organizations, or individuals who have lent a hand in supporting the 
fantastic phenomenon we call rural water. The ability to provide life’s essential need, water, to all the citizens of 
South Dakota was not done by one person or organization; it was a collective effort encompassing many.  

 

Lamp was elected to serve on the board of directors for Lincoln County Rural Water in 1987, was elected board 
president in 1989, and currently holds that position today.   

 

In 1992, Lamp was appointed to serve on the board of directors for the Lewis and Clark Regional Water System 
and has served on the construction committee, budget committee, and the executive committee. Lamp has not 
only helped to bring high quality drinking water to his own 
system but 11 current or future systems in South Dakota, 
as well as systems in Southwest Minnesota and Northwest 
Iowa. 

 

During his free time, he drives for project car, works at his 
church donating  time and materials, preparing and serv-
ing meals with his wife Beverly during Lent and Thanksgiv-
ing. They also work numerous occasions at the Banquet in 
Sioux Falls. 

 

The South Dakota Rural Water Annual Technical Confer-
ence in Pierre hosted over 450 individuals and provided 
water and wastewater educational presentations for 
board members, managers, and operations specialists 
from throughout South Dakota. 

 

Photo Cutline: South Dakota Rural Water President 
Ron Gillen presents Roger Lamp with the Friend of Ru-
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ACH & CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION FORM 

 ACH AUTHORIZATION FORM     

 (Funds are deducted from checking or savings on or about the 8th of the month) 

 CREDIT/DEBIT CARD AUTHORIZATION FORM 

(Funds are deducted on or about the 1st of the month) 

Signature required but call office with card info 

I (we) hereby authorize Lincoln County Rural Water System, Inc. to initiate entries to my (our) checking or savings account 
at THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION  listed below, and, if necessary, initiate adjustments for any transactions credited/debited 
in error.  This authority will remain in effect until  Lincoln County Rural Water System, Inc. is notified by me (us) in writing 
to either change accounting information or cancel it in such time as to afford Lincoln County Rural Water System, Inc. and 

THE FINANCIAL INSTITUTION a reasonable opportunity to act on it. 

_______________________________________________ Water Bill Account #_____________________ 

(Name - Please Print) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Address - Please Print) 

__________________________________________     _______________________________________ 

(Phone Numbers)                                                                      (Email Address -    Paperless  Yes             No 

Your statement will be e-mailed to you if you provide an address.  You will need Adobe Reader to open the file.  Go 

to www.adobe.com to get the download free.  Run the program to download. 

______________________________________  ______________________________________________ 

(Authorized  Signature)                                                  (Date) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

(Name of Financial Institution) 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Address of Financial Institution - Branch, City, State, and Zip) 

Financial Institution ABA Routing Number:_________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                       (9-Digit Number) 

Vendor Checking or Savings Account Number:__________________________________________ _____ 

 

PLEASE ATTACH A VOIDED CHECK TO ASSURE ACCURATE ACCOUNT INFORMATION 

Please return to: 

 Lincoln County Rural Water System, Inc. 

 PO Box 36 

 Harrisburg SD 57032 

 Fax:  (605) 767-5125 Email:  office@lincolncoruralwater.com 



PO BOX 36 

201 RAILROAD AVE 

HARRISBURG SD 

57032 

 

office@lincolncoruralwater.com 

rdykstra@lincolncoruralwater.com 

shart@lincolncoruralwater.com 

noaks@lincolncoruralwater.com 

dschwarz@lincolncoruralwater.com 

akoch@lincolncoruralwater.com 

. 

QUALITY ON TAP 

Lincoln County Rural Water System, Inc is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form found online at 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov.complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form.  You may also write a letter containing all 

of the information requested in the form.  Send your complete complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adju-

dication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 

NON-
WATERING 
HOURS WILL 
EXTEND FROM 
12:00 NOON TO 

5:00PM 


